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Field Marsha Sir John Chapple hands over the chairmanship to Sir Francis Richards.

The Society would like to thank Sir John Chapple for the three years he has served as Chairman. In
spite of an extremely onerous charity workload — he serves on innumerable committees and trusts — he
gamely undertook the chairmanship of FOGHS. He has been a dedicated chairman, attending all
functions and bringing his considerable expertise and influence to bear on the furtherance of the
Society’s abjectives. He has worked tirelessy for Gibraltar and the Society would also like to thank
Lady Chapple for her unswerving support.

XXXXX
GIBRALTAR DAY
Gibratar Day will be held on Monday 22nd October at The Guildhall in the City of London.
Members who have changed address or who have not been invited in previous years should inform
Albert Poggio or Clare Lerner by 31st July at The Gibraltar Government, London Office, 178-179
Strand, London WC2R 1EL Telephone 020 7836 0777 email info@gibraltar.gov.uk

XXXXX

HERITAGE REPORT
GHT NEWSLETTER 2007

Introduction by the Chairman
David G Eveson

No one can underestimate the difficulties the Trust had to overcome in 2006, mainly as a result of the
loss of the Rosia Tanks. Calls were made for the whole board to resign but as the Trust cannot dissolve
itself, it left those remaining members of the Board in an unenviable position. Nevertheless, the Trust
has continued to pursue the issues of Listing (including procedures and grading), the necessary
consultation and meetings to discuss planning and development. The Government are in the process of
creating new laws connected with Heritage and it is hoped that these requirements will be incorporated.
The Trust also provides information and awareness of Gibraltar’s history by promoting the restoration
and beautification of memorials and plaques.

The Trust's Performance

Throughout 2006, as part of its educational role, the Trust arranged many site visits both at home and
as far afield as Cape Trafalgar. Our annual painting competition was a great success with the theme of
Cathedral Square. Our thanks must go to the Friends of Gibraltar Heritage Society who sponsored the



prizes and to the Minister for Heritage, The Hon F Vinet, who kindly opened the exhibition and
presented the prizes in Casemates Vaults Exhibition Hall.

The annual Heritage Awards once again were very popular and the Trustees had great difficulties in
choosing winners. In the end awards went to Albert Traverso and Ted Archer for their book ‘ Education
in Gibraltar 1704 — 2004’, BDO Fidecs for the restoration of the former premises of the Montagu Sea
Bathing Pavilion, and the Junior Award went to Bayside School for their Siege Machine produced for
the 3 Kings Cavalcade. A special merit award went to WO2 Pete Jackson for his conservation ideas
and WW?2 tunnel guide roles. Congratulations to al. This year's Award winners will be announced
shortly.

The Heritage page has been produced on a regular basis, articles are informative and educational; al
contributors deserve acknowledgement and appreciation goes to Trustee Isobel Ellul Hammond who
co-ordinates, and to the Gibraltar Chronicle who publishes.

Again for 2007 the Trust produced a Heritage Calendar which has sold really well and has received
many favourable comments locally and from abroad.

The Journal for 2006 (No 13) is still at the printers, the delay due unfortunately to a package having
been lost in UK. We have are-print of No. 2 which we again thank Gibtelecom for sponsoring.

Parsons Lodge Battery was open to the public for most of the year despite being a great financia
burden to the Trust. We have spent nearly 20% of our reserves on the site. This drain has led the Board
to look at ways of increasing the visitor numbers to make this historical site more viable. Suggestions
were made to create a commercial licensed restaurant and tavern, but after extensive deliberations the
Board did not consider this to be the best option. At present the Trust isin discussion with Government
with the view of using the site as a field centre connected with the ongoing cave explorations. | would
like to assure members that the integrity of the site is not being compromised and we are committed to
it being kept open to the public. Indeed, we would like to see more efforts to attract visitors beyond
Main Street and the normal Rock Tours. It would be good for ‘Gibraltar plc’ to entice more tourists to
areas like the 100ton gun, museum and Parsons L odge.

For some time now, the Trust has been in discussion with Government after receiving arequest for the
surrender of the lease on the Victualling Yard. The Trust has laid down conditions, which include that
the building must be listed.

Throughout the summer, Territorial Regiments visited for the annual Marble Tor exercises. Some did
Heritage Trust inspired community jobs. Parsons Lodge Battery as usual had a clean up. The railings
around the Cross of Sacrifice were re-painted. Work was done by the Royal Artillery on the 5.25 inch
anti-aircraft guns at Princess Royal Battery. The railway gully was cleaned by 37 Signal and the 100ton
Gun was repainted the correct colour by the 101 Battalion REME Regiment. They did a sterling job
which included repairs to a wooden staircase which had been broken for months. A big thank you goes
out to David Seed (SO Protocol, HQBF) who co-ordinated all the projects.

| am pleased to announce that the Trust and the Friends have committed themselves to a £50.00 a
month grant for the restoration of some of the damaged books in the Gibraltar section of the Garrison
Library, which are used by many researchers and students.

My own pet project of having the red information plagues re-painted with financial assistance from the
Tourist Board has aso been undertaken. We still have work to do regarding the authenticity of the
information, but at least visiting tourists can take a decent photograph.

| am very keen on upgrading plaques and monuments, a role that may not be continued by future
chairpersons, who may prefer to concentrate on listing and policy matters. While I am involved with
the Trust, 1 would like to continue in this important Heritage field. We have a couple of old projects
that are in the process of being completed, viz the Marshman Murals in the Convent and the Sacred
Heart School Chapel. The Trust is grateful to the Government for providing part of the funds for this
latter project. Other possibilities are in the pipeline including a permanent tribute to the Royal
Marines. We are in discussion with other parties on thisidea.






































































































