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FRIENDS OF GIBRALTAR HERITAGE SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER No 83                                         APRIL 2008
ANNUAL VISIT TO GIBRALTAR

xxxxx

FOGHS VISIT 2008 – Sunday 8th to Sunday 15th June 2008

DATE TIME EVENT

1Sunday 8 June Arrival

2Monday 9 June 10am Introduction and morning coffee – GHT office

3 11.30am Visit to Gibraltar Museum  

4 2.30pm Visit to The Convent with Pepe Rosado

5 6.30pm Reception hosted by Joe Gaggero – Rock Hotel  

6Tuesday 10 June 9.30am Visit to Spain – Carteya & Tarifa – Tito Benady

7Wednesday 11 June 10am Visit to King’s Bastion – new Leisure Centre 

8 pm Visit to the Gibraltar Masonic Institute, Prince Edward’s Road

9Thursday 12 June 10am Visit to the Fire Station and Victoria Battery

10 pm Queen’s Birthday Parade

11

12Friday 13 June 10am Tour of The Alameda Gardens

13 1pm GHT Reception and Presentation of Heritage Awards at Garrison 

Library

14

15Saturday 14 June 9.30am Rock Tour with Pepe Rosado

16 12noon Party – hosted by Brenda  Brufal, 2 Governor’s Lane

17Sunday 15 June Depart

The 2008 visit will take place from Sunday 8 June to Sunday 15 June. The costs is £493 per person based on 
bed and breakfast in twin or double bedded rooms with sea view and balcony and transfers twixt airport and 
hotel. Those wishing to join the group are advised to contact Stephanie Cadogan and advise Brenda Brufal on 
lendinez@aol.com

The following members are on the visit: Mr and Mrs Michael Wood, Mr and Mrs David Inker, Geoffrey Taylor, 
Mary Hirst, Elizabeth McCutchan, Les Piercy, Mr and Mrs Winton, Mr and Mrs Copp, Mr and Mrs Johnson, Mr 
and Mrs Boyce, Mr R. Wells, Mrs Maxine Torrents dels Pratt, Father O’Halloran S.J., Dr and Mrs Peter Heaney

Anyone else wishing to join the party should contact Stephanie at  steph@cadoganholidays.com
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WALK THE LINE TO LEGAL LONDON

25 April

Members walking : Sir John and Lady Chapple, Paul and Lilian Baker, Mike and Brenda Brufal, Neville and 
Janet Whiteley, Richard Wells, Neil MacLachlan, Jock Craven.

Any member wishing to join should contact Janet Whiteley on 01264 811101 or mobile 07801 948 036 email 
janet.stockbridge@btinternet.com

ANNUAL LUNCHEON AT THE TOWER OF LONDON 

18 JulyMembers attending : Sir John and Lady Chapple, Neville and Janet Whiteley, Mike and Brenda Brufal, 
David and  Sandra Inker, Lt Cmdr and Mrs Dutton, Peter and Valerie Abraham, Mr and Mrs David Heck, Les 
and Elaine Piercy, Tito and Ann Benady, Jock and Anne Craven and two guests, Ian MacLachlan.

Any member wishing to join should contact Janet Whiteley.

MESSAGE FROM THE  HON TREASURER

Would those members who have not yet renewed their subscriptions please send their renewal cheque 
to David Inker, Macausland House, 15 Skye Road, Cosham, Portsmouth, Hants PO6 3LT

xxxxx

OBITUARIES

FRANCIS  LOUIS GALLIANO  OBE

Bishop Charles Caruana in his   eulogy said:

“First of all I would like to express my deep condolences to Lourdes, Christina, Maggie, Paco’s 
brothers Victor and Jimmy and the grandsons and granddaughters on the death of Paco.

Paco will undoubtedly be a great loss to his family as he will be to his friends and to me. He was a 
close friend of mine and treated me like a brother as we got on well together. If Paco had been a gardener, his 
garden would have been perpetually in flower, the most pleasant, colourful and breath-tasking spot ever to be 
seen, full of fragrance. Whether he was conscious of it or not Paco’s approach to life was a positive one, he had 
the gift of drawing out beauty from whatever surrounded him. He was a happy man and that made him enjoy 
every minute of it, filling it with music, colour and joy. Whenever he travelled, met some dignitary, went to a 
show or visited a restaurant, he would return, and relive his uplifting experiences, by sharing vividly them with 
his relatives and friends. His enthusiastic, exhilarating narration of what he saw, heard or tasted was made so 
attractive and so pleasant that his listeners wished they had been there with him. He was a most agreeable, 
welcoming person to have in a gathering. He was a gentleman and easy to be with.

Whenever his friends got together with him he would become the centre of attraction. He would bring 
out his guitar and sing until the early hours in the morning all the old and new ballads we were all so familiar 
with. He loved singing. He needed little encouragement to get started with his singing. In fact he had a powerful 
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baritone voice and he sang in the Cathedral choir for many years since after the war, when Father Rapallo 
conducted the hundred strong choir.

The enthusiasm when he dealt with a subject was infectious. He encouraged people to interest 
themselves more into the subject being discussed. He was in love with Gibraltar, its history and loved to buy 
anything to do with the history of the Rock. On one occasion showing me a translation of Ayala’s History of
Gibraltar in English by Bell he  remarked suddenly “how strange that nobody has written anything about Our 
Lady of Europe. We have such a treasure and yet we have nothing written about her”. I took that as a cry for 
something to be done. I took it to heart. Since then I have not stopped researching the subject. We would not 
have the substantial record of Our Lady of Europe if it had not been for him.

In his book he showed what a hard-working man he was, especially at a time of great difficulties – just 
after the War. He succeeded in bringing the private Galliano’s Bank out of the dark ages into the successful 
enterprise it grew to be, until Jyske Bank took over. While working at the bank he gladly served the community 
of Gibraltar in various ways. He became Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, then Chairman of the 
Museum Committee, later in most difficult times, he was appointed Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadcasting 
Corporation for which he was appointed OBE. He was also an active committee member of the Gibraltar 
Heritage Trust. When I asked him to join my committee to organise the Song Festival in the late 1960s he did 
not hesitate to accept.

On one occasion he and Lourdes travelled on holiday to San Francisco. On his return he described in 
his customary enthusiastic manner how marvellous California was. Suddenly he said to me “I saw a simple way 
of making money for the cathedral here. There is a little chapel dating back to the Franciscan missionaries four 
centuries ago. In the tiny chapel are exhibited some relics and the tourists pay money  to enter and see. Surely 
we can do something like that in Gibraltar’. This idea, coupled with a generous donation from Paco, became a 
reality. He was a regular and generous benefactor to this Cathedral. We shall feel his absence here.

Paco was a family man and  loved his wife and children immensely. The loss of his son Frank shook 
him and Lourdes deeply. Thanks to the rich and deep faith both had they were able to withstand with exemplary 
resignation the acute pain they suffered .

Despite the fact that he had suffered so much through his life, bearing all sorts of pain and illnesses for 
the past few years. For the past few years he was afflicted with ulcers due to diabetes and finally his leg was 
amputated. Nevertheless, his positive outlook on life continued. Only last week, as he was fighting a stubborn 
infection, he decided to concentrate on the subject of auctioning  an old guitar as Bonhams. It had   twelve 
strings and was over a hundred years old. To sell it would be a great achievement. He was ever so happy with 
the idea. He told me that by concentrating on this project it stopped him from thinking about his medical 
problems. He was very brave.

Paco was a marvellous example of endurance and faith. He was a man of faith. He and his wife 
attended Mass every Saturday evening. He trusted in God and received Holy Communion whenever possible. 

Lourdes, Victor, Jimmy, children and grandchildren you must be very proud to have been gifted with 
such a good husband, brother, father and grandfather. Thank God for granting him such a peaceful, holy death. 
May he rest in peace”.

xxxxx

Brenda Brufal writes:

I know that all of the members of FOGHS who met Paco would like to join me in sending our deepest 
condolences to Lourdes and  his family.

During the years when Paco was active in the Gibraltar Heritage Trust he always made the FOGHS 
members of the June visit to the Rock feel very welcome. He was an indefatigable source of information on all 
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matters concerning Gibraltar’s history and was the most wonderful guide to the Gibraltar museum. He and 
Lourdes joined in all our visits and entertainments and both added to them with their verve and charm. Places in 
Paco’s car were very popular in our visits to the Upper Rock and especially O’Hara’s battery where we were all 
moved to see the memorial to their son Frank.

As well as being a great loss to his wife and family, Gibraltar will be a poorer place without him.

xxxxx

VICE-ADMIRAL SIR GEORGE VALLINGS

Sir George talking to Margaret Ayling at the Lambeth Palace reception.

From The Times
January 19, 2008

Destroyer captain and round-the-world yacht race skipper
George Vallings had a distinguished naval career which culminated in his appointment as Flag Officer Scotland 
and Northern Ireland (FOSNI) in 1985, after a number of seagoing commands. In retirement he was for eight 
years, 1987-95, secretary of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA), and is credited with 
helping to lay the foundations of the successful institution it is today, through his management style. 

George Montague Francis Vallings was born in 1932 and educated at Belhaven Hill, Dunbar, from where he 
entered the Royal Naval College Dartmouth. He went to sea as a midshipman in 1950 in the light fleet aircraft 
carrier Theseus, which was deployed to Korea where war between North and South had broken out. 

As a very young officer he was therefore in a position to experience at first hand the violent vicissitudes of 
intensive active operations in modern naval air warfare. During 1950-51 Theseus sailed a relentless succession 
of war patrols, during which her aircraft attacked North Korean and Chinese troops and armoured fighting 
vehicles on the ground, causing great damage and heavy casualties but inevitably losing some of her Sea Furies 
and Fireflies to enemy flak, friendly fire and accidents. 
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A popular and capable young officer, Vallings was picked out for rapid promotion and got his “brass hat” 
(promotion to commander) in 1965 at the age of 33. Two years later he was given command of the Daring class 
destroyer Defender, and in 1970 went as executive officer to HMS Bristol, an interesting and powerful warship 
officially designated a destroyer, but with her 6,750 tonnage actually having “outgrown” by some margin the 
standard size of a fleet escort and bearing more resemblance to a cruiser. A solid ship and a fine weapons 
platform in all weathers, she remained the only representative of her class, Type 82. 

Remaining with her for three years Vallings was promoted captain in 1974 and after a two-year appointment as 
naval attaché at the British High Commission in Canberra, Australia, was in 1977 given command of the 2nd 
Frigate Squadron, 1977-78. Senior appointments, as Commodore Clyde, 1980-82, and Flag Officer Gibraltar, 
1983-85, followed, en route to his final post as Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, as a vice-admiral. 
Vallings was appointed KCB in the following year. 

Vallings had an active retirement. Besides his commitment to CIMA, whose president, Gordon Grant described 
him as “one of the rocks on which the institute has been built”, he was heavily involved in a variety of local 
affairs at his home, Long Ditton, Surrey. A keen yachtsman (he had skippered the Royal Navy yacht Adventure 
on the Sydney-Rio leg of the first Whitbread round-the-world race in 1973-74), he was an active member of the 
Royal Ocean Racing Club and chairman of the Sail Training Association's race committee, 1988-96. 

Vallings married, in 1964, Tessa Julia Cousins. He is survived by her and by three sons. 

Vice-Admiral Sir George Vallings, KCB, Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, 1985-87, was born 
on May 31, 1932. He died of throat cancer on Christmas Day, 2007, aged 75

Mike Brufal adds: ‘George always supported the wishes of the Gibraltarians and was a keen member of this 
Society. He was very involved with the Rock of Ages campaign and attended the recent reception at Lambeth 
Palace where he was fizzing with ideas to raise more money’.

xxxxx

WEBMASTER’S REPORT

Useful websites:

www.chronicle,gi

www.thegibraltarmagazine.com

www.panorama.gi

www.gibraltarheritagetrust.org.gi

www.cosqui.com

www.gibfocus.gi

www.gibraltar.gov.uk

www.dotcom.gi/map

www.marksanchez.info/online-writings.html

www.gibtour.com

www.thegibraltarmagazine.com
www.panorama.gi
www.gibraltarheritagetrust.org.gi
www.cosqui.com
www.gibfocus.gi
www.gibraltar.gov.uk
www.dotcom.gi/map
www.marksanchez.info/online-writings.html
www.gibtour.com
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Gibraltar links:

http://dmoz.org/Regional?Europe/Gibraltar?

This is a human-edited directory. Feel free to submit Gibraltar sites for inclusion; there is a form online for this 
purpose.

xxxxx

NEW NUMBERING PLAN

200 TO PRECEDE ALL CURRENT FIVE DIGIT TELEPHONE NUMBERS IN GIBRALTAR

xxxxx

JANUARY

CHIEF MINISTER PETER CARUANA NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 2008
I hope that you and your family and friends have had a very happy Christmas, and that you will enjoy a healthy 
and prosperous 2008. 2007 was another very good year for Gibraltar, and, I believe 2008 will be as well. 

Following the General Elections in October, I am hugely honoured and privileged to be delivering the Chief 
Minister’s New Year broadcast for the 12th time. 
Thank you for, once again placing your confidence and trust in me, my ministerial colleagues and in the values, 
standards and vision for Gibraltar that we represent. As always, I will work tirelessly to continue to advance and 
promote Gibraltar’s political interests, and economic and social development. 
In these Elections our share of the vote was just 2% less than in 2003. While this is a creditable result after 12 
years in office, I am determined to redouble my efforts to win the support of those of you who did not vote for 
us on this occasion. Thousands of you preferred to vote for us despite promises of large cheques in the post by 
Christmas to pensioners and other personal “goodies”. I feel truly humbled by that, and during these 4 years we 
will show that Gibraltar has, in putting the general good of Gibraltar before personal financial interest, once 
again made the right collective choice, in deciding that this continues to be the right Government for Gibraltar 
into the future. 

http://dmoz.org/Regional?Europe/Gibraltar
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I am excited by the opportunity that this fourth term gives us to bring to fruition so many of the ambitious 
projects that we have been working on in recent years, and to take Gibraltar up to yet another level of economic 
and social prosperity, for ourselves and our future generations. We will also have the opportunity to consolidate 
the Constitutional progress that Gibraltar has made, as well as building on the positive and unprecedented 
political successes that we have been able to achieve on the international front, especially in regaining Britain’s 
respect and support, and in bringing greater normality to our relations with Spain. 
The next four years will see investment on a huge scale that will assure Gibraltar of a prosperous and successful 
economic, social and thus political future. These include the Eastside Development, for which final agreements 
were signed before Christmas, the Mid Town Development, the Affordable housing Schemes, the New rental 
housing Estate, a new power station to replace all the existing old ones, a sewage treatment plant, a new prison 
and of course, a new theatre. When added to the new hospital, the new Sports Centre at Bayside, the new leisure 
centre and the huge investment in street and public housing refurbishment that have already taken place, these 
are a measure of the very fundamental and continuing transformation and repositioning of Gibraltar for the 
present and future that this Government is embarked upon. 
Preparing Gibraltar for our future generations’ prosperity requires vision, leadership and courage. Our airport 
and it’s magnificent new air terminal building, together with the new dual carriage way and the tunnel under the 
airfield are key pieces of that modern, vibrant and prosperous future. And so is tackling Gibraltar’s perennial 
parking and traffic issues, so we will build new roads and parking facilities on a massive and unprecedented 
scale. 
Much less glamorous, but no less vital for being out of sight, are Gibraltar’s public utility infrastructure, our 
sewer system and electricity and water distribution systems. In most parts of Gibraltar, these are antiquated will 
not meet our future needs. A thorough infrastructure review has been carried out, and detailed upgrading works 
are now being designed, especially to our sewer system. 
Many of these major projects, including the refurbishment of Europa Point, get under way this year, and during 
the construction phase we will all be subjected to varying degrees of inconvenience and discomfort. But their 
value to Gibraltar and our future prosperity are well worth our making these sacrifices for the benefit of future 
generations, just as past generations made for us. However, as promised in our election manifesto, development 
will be carried out in a balanced way: sympathetically with our environment, our heritage, our public amenities 
and our quality of life, in accordance with our very detailed new Development Plan for Gibraltar. 
But progressing Gibraltar is not just about physical developments. Enhancing our individual and collective 
quality of life is also about developing our health, social and leisure services, and we will certainly not let up in 
introducing further advances in these areas, to add to the veritable transformation, improved facilities and rising 
standards of the last 10 years. 
During the first half of the year we will publish consultation drafts of major, new, reforming legislation on 
several key subjects, such as how we protect and enhance the interests of our families, our children and our 
heritage, as well as new immigration legislation to replace our present antiquated laws. The drinking and 
smoking ages will be increased. Anti – social behaviour legislation will also be introduced. We will consult with 
a view to commencing the introduction of a ban on smoking in many public places.
Many of you will be concerned, as I am, by the apparent increase in gratuitous violence creeping into our 
community, including among a very small element of our youth. Although the position in Gibraltar is still a very 
long way from what it is in the rest of Europe, I believe that as a community we should take tough steps to 
stamp this out before it takes an irreversible hold. We will be proposing and consulting on specific measures in 
this regard. 
One of the GSD’s core principles since we have been in office has been adherence to the traditional family and 
its values, which of course includes one parent families. These values are the basis upon which our community 
is built and organised. We must therefore be similarly on our guard against those who would import into 
Gibraltar “politically correct” but failed so called modern principles masquerading as human rights which 
undermine the traditional family, and which have been at the root of so much social failure elsewhere. We will 
continue to resist all such pressures, while ensuring that the real and legally recognised human rights of every 
citizen is respected and upheld. 
Many of these societal reforms to which I have referred raise fundamental issues about our values and social 
direction as a community. The Government will therefore consult widely and will consider a direct consultation 
in the form of a referendum. 
In addition, we will put in motion the process of reforming our electoral legislation and also the way in which 
our Parliament works and goes about its business. This needs to be modernised and made more effective and 
relevant to the ordinary citizen. And new Legislation will continue to be introduced to reflect and implement our 
new Constitutional status, adding to the legislation already introduced transferring powers formally to the 
elected Government, and modernising the legal framework of governance and accountability of the Police and 
the Judiciary. 
During the last year there has been much disruption and controversy relating to the Chief Justice. The 
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Government welcomes the decision of the Governor, Sir Robert Fulton, taken, as the new Constitution requires 
only after receiving advice to that effect from the independent Judicial Service Commission, to convene a 
Constitutional Tribunal into the question of whether the incumbent Chief Justice is able to continue in office, 
and to suspend him in the meantime. Much harm has been unnecessarily, undeservedly and unjustifiably caused 
to Gibraltar, in the name of a supposed defence of the independence of the judiciary, which independence no 
one has challenged and which no other past or present judge of our judiciary feels has or is being challenged. 
The situation that had developed over recent years was wholly unacceptable. 
And so, the first major events of the new year will include the opening of the wonderful new leisure centre 
(which unfortunately has suffered a few weeks’ delay), the allocation of the remaining houses in the affordable 
housing schemes and the issues by the Government Company of sale agreements following our taking over the 
developments from OEM; the marketing and allocation of car parking spaces in the three new car parks which 
have been built and the sale of post war flats to sitting tenants. 
All this change and progress has been possible because of the huge and continuing success that we have been 
able to achieve in our economy. In addition to funding this transformation of Gibraltar, and massive tax cuts for 
everyone, this economic success has created jobs for Gibraltarians and non Gibraltarians alike in numbers and of 
a quality that have never been higher. There have NEVER been MORE Gibraltarians in jobs, those jobs have 
NEVER been BETTER PAID and it has NEVER been easier for returning graduates to FIND GOOD JOBS in 
Gibraltar. This is a self evident truth. Anyone who tells you differently is simply not telling you the truth. We 
await, any time now, the European Court’s ruling on our right to have our own distinct tax system. Even though 
we are confident of success, this is the biggest single threat that we face. 
We must also beware of that breed of local politician for whom only a climate of fear and struggle provides 
fertile and meaningful political ground. I am the first to do whatever is necessary to uphold and defend our 
political rights and aspirations as a people. As you have seen over the years, I do not shy away from political 
battles in defence of Gibraltar, nor from ambitious political agendas and agreements which are in Gibraltar’s 
interests. But I will not lead Gibraltar into continuous political brick walls or dead ends, when there are other 
more intelligent, effective and successful ways forward. 
We now have the modern, non colonial constitutional relations with the UK that the vast majority of Gibraltar 
wants. We are no longer in a colonial relationship with the UK. That is therefore that until Gibraltar redefines its 
aspirations. We are no longer on a collective crusade for a non colonial relationship with Britain. Following the 
new Constitution, Britain has told the world and the UN that its relationship with Gibraltar is not a colonial one. 
If the UN recognises that then that’s great – but we all doubt that it will because of its self evident lack of 
objectivity and the political realities of Spain’s Sovereignty claim that has not and shows no signs of going 
away. But in the meantime we have and can enjoy our self government and the new relationship with Britain 
reflected in our new Constitution. And we will mount a campaign in Spain to win the hearts and minds of the 
new generations of Spanish citizen. 
We will also continue to work with the UK and Spain to bring the greatest possible degree of friendship and 
normality in our relations with Spain, to reach such agreements as we can that are in Gibraltar’s interests and to 
narrow, as far as possible the issues of disagreement and discord with Spain –leaving to one side, but always 
safeguarding our position on sovereignty and self-determination. 
The Government welcomes, and is completely confident and relaxed about the forthcoming establishment in 
Gibraltar of an Instituto Cervantes. We think it will make a valuable contribution to language and culture in 
Gibraltar. The same politicians as I referred to a few moments ago see this as a Trojan horse (even though 
during the election campaign they said they had no objection to the setting up of the Instituto, only to the 
Government providing premises for it). Why do these politicians have such little faith and trust in their fellow 
Gibraltarians? What are they worried about? Do they think that Gibraltarians will be converted by exposure to 
Spanish culture? Anyway, a Trojan horse is only a threat when you are caught unawares, which is hardly 
Gibraltar’s case. 
And so, as you will appreciate from this address, and from our election manifesto, despite being in office for 12 
years we still have big plans for Gibraltar’s further progress and prosperity. A huge amount has been achieved 
already, but there is much more work to do, much more to achieve. I and my ministerial colleagues are 
enthusiastic about the agenda ahead of us. No doubt there will again be challenges thrown in our path by events. 
But we will deal with them as we always do. As the effective and responsible Government of a politically 
mature country that knows how to govern itself and to face up to and resolve its issues and problems, much as 
one or two of our neighbours find this galling – just as we are doing right now with the complex New Flame 
situation. 
I would like to finish on a slightly personal note. It has become fashionable for that part of the press associated 
with our political opponents to speculate that I may not be intending to seek re-election at the end of this term to 
avoid defeat. As far as I am aware only the GSLP must find a new leader before the next elections following Mr. 
Bossano’s announcement that he would not fight another election as leader of his party or candidate for Chief 
Minister. 



9

I have every intention of standing again – unless of course my party sacks me! I believe that come the next 
elections a majority will, once again consider the GSD to still be the best option for the government of Gibraltar 
and deserves re election. But even if I believed that we would not win, I would never stand down just to avoid 
defeat. Just as I relied on the judgement of the majority of my fellow citizens to gain office, so will I always be 
happy and willing to submit to the electorate’s judgement of our performance, whatever the outcome may be. 
Over the years I have developed a profound respect for the collective judgement of my fellow citizens. That 
respect does not depend on my being on the winning side of the electorate’s judgements. 
Have a very good 2008.

xxxxx

SERUYA LODGES OBJECTION TO EASTSIDE DEVELOPMENT 
• “project will destroy the environment, character and charm of Med coast” 
Former Government Minister and Chamber of Commerce President Sol Seruya has written to the Development 
and Planning Commission to express his formal objection to the proposed Eastside Development.

In a statement to the Chronicle, Mr Seruya says the development of the area “should be of a tourist resort 
character and a marina, designed mostly for communication with the Costa del Sol ports.”
Mr Seruya says the massive scale of the proposed development, expected to include 2,000 apartments “will 
destroy the environment, character and charm of the Mediterranean coast, and will add to Gibraltar’s traffic 
problems, as well as the need for more schools and hospital services.” 
Mr Seruya continued: “I realise the developers will pay licence money to the Government, but consider that 
such short-term one-off addition to the Government’s finances, shall not be at the expense of Gibraltar’s long 
term interests. The Government should not be selling the family silver in this way.”

xxxxx
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GOVERNOR PRAISES ROLE PLAYED BY GIB REGT IN KOSOVO AND AFGHANISTAN
Lieutenant General Sir Robert Fulton, the Governor of Gibraltar and Commander in Chief, has praised the role 
played by the Royal Gibraltar Regiment within the context of British military operations worldwide.
In a Christmas Message broadcast on GBC recently, Sir Robert noted that Gibraltarian soldiers had served with 
distinction in Afghanistan and Kosovo during 2007.
“The Royal Gibraltar Regiment is not only a highly visible part of the fabric of Gibraltar, but is also becoming 
an increasingly important element of the Armed Forces of the UK,” he said.
Sir Robert also highlighted the regiment’s work in building stronger links with the Moroccan Armed Forces and 
referred to training missions to Nigeria and Gambia, where local soldiers have taught the Gambian and Nigerian 
Armed Forces how to keep the peace in the most troubled parts of Africa. 
These training missions were important because they helped to improve international security in volatile 
regions, he said.
“This is a priceless investment in the future, not only of the countries where the training takes place but also of 
those where Gambians and Nigerians subsequently serve,” Sir Robert said. 
“In helping others to create their own future, it is a way that Gibraltar makes a real difference to the outside 
world.”
The Governor spoke of the “rich and varied” life that he had witnessed since his arrival, highlighting the 
importance given to education here.
“Education is clearly an area in which Gibraltar excels, as the results prove,” he said. 
“ I have also been very struck by the careful attention to the less tangible aspects of education, the other 3 Rs: 
doing what is Right, Respect for others and Responsibility, those elements that make such a difference in 
society.”
And he referred to the sense of community in Gibraltar, one that he said was rooted in “shared history and 
shared experiences, both good and bad.”
“Since arriving here, I have been very struck not only by the importance here of the natural family, but also by 
the strength of the family called Gibraltar,” he said.

xxxxx

GONZALO ARIAS DIES
Spanish pacifist Gonzalo Arias died in his home in Cortes de la Frontera last week. Sr Arias (1926 – 2008) was 
a well-known figure during the closed frontier days and carried out numerous highly publicised jumps in protest 
at the Franco Government’s tactics toward Gibraltar. Sr Arias recently published a book called “La Historia 
Ramificada.” 

xxxxx
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ROSIA DALE’S ‘LIGHT BRIGADE’ CHALLENGE GOVT OVER TANKS BUILDING
Controversy over the Rosia Tanks development ‘Nelson’s View’ continues with the Supreme Court currently 
considering an application from residents in the area to stop works which they believe will interfere with their 
right of light.
Rosia Dale residents, who fear the structure will blot out their light, packed the court library as their lawyer 
Charles Gomez urged the judge Charles Pitto to grant an injunction. But Mr Gomez made clear that what the 
residents seek is an alteration to the plans so that their rights are not infringed. They stated that they do not seek 
money in exchange of their rights.
“It is not open to the defendant (government) to force the sale of that right,” said Mr Gomez.
Last week Government, through its company GRP, took over the OEM International project and is now 
answering the case. Their lawyer Gillian Guzman is initially seeking to establish that the right claimed by the 
residents does not exist.
Mr Gomez opened his case directing the court to the fact that that his clients had raised their concerns with the 
Town Planner some 18 months before OEM were given the go ahead to work on the site. And answering 
questions from the witness stand, Aurelio Falero, who headed Land Property Services, revealed that there were 
about a dozen alternative sites that could have been used for this development.
Meanwhile the defendants, focussing on how the Crown is defined in different circumstances, have argued that 
the lease could not have given the residents rights over MoD land. The case continues today.

xxxxx

FIRST WOMAN AS GIB’S DEPUTY GOVERNOR
Gibraltar is to have its first ever female deputy Governor. Lesley Pallett, currently Head of Drugs and 
International Crime Department, Foreign & Commonwealth Office is expected to take up the post in July when 
Philip Barton hands over. Mrs Pallett also has wide experience dealing with justice and home affairs at an EU 
level. 

xxxxx

ALBERT HAMMOND JOINS THE SONGWRITERS HALL OF FAME 
by Alice Mascarenhas 
Albert Hammond is to be inducted into The Songwriters Hall of Fame in New York in June this year. The news 
comes in the year Albert is due to celebrate 40 years of hit writing when “Little Arrows” by Leapy Lee (co-
written by Mike Hazlewood) reached the top of the charts in the UK singles charts. 

From there his career as a songwriter flourished and over four decades penned hundreds of songs for some of 
the world’s top recording artists. Amongst them Whitney Houston, Starship, The Carpenters, Leo Sayer, Julio 
Iglesias, Elton John, Tina Turner, Joe Dolan, and The Hollies. 
“One On Moment in Time” the theme song for the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul,
“Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now”, “When I Need You”, “To All the Girls I’ve Love Before”, “The Other Side 
of the Sun”, “It Never Rains in Southern California”, “The Air That I Breathe”, are some of his biggest hits. 
Every year a Nominating Committee in New York selects candidates for induction into The Hall of Fame. But 
only writers who have been engaged in the profession for a minimum of 20 years and have an extensive 
catalogue of hits are eligible.
Candidates are then voted for by the members of the academy. 
The Songwriters Hall of Fame, over the past three and a half decades, has come to represent the legacy of 
popular songs in all its genres and includes music creators as diverse as, Henry Mancini, Lennon and 
McCartney, Paul Anka, Leonard Bernstein, Hoagy Carmichael, Duke Ellington, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Johnny 
Cash, Antonio Carlos Jobim, George and Ira Gershwin, and The Gibb brothers. 
The 39th Annual Induction and Award Ceremony will held in New York in June. Tickets for the show start at 
$1,000! Talking about the nominees (announced in November) which this year included the likes of Graham 
Gouldman (‘The Things We Do For Love’), Mark James (‘Suspicious Minds’), Roger Cook/Roger Greenaway 
(‘Long Cool Woman in a Black Dress’), Sandy Linzer/Denny Randell (‘Workin’ My Way Back to You’), Galt 
MacDermot/James Rado/Gerome Ragni (‘Hair’) and Paul Vance/Lee Pockriss (‘Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weeny 
Yellow Polka Dot Bikini’) and Alan Menken (‘A Whole New World’), SHOF Chairman/CEO and songwriter 
extraordinaire, Hal David, said this was one of the most competitive years he could remember. Hal David 
penned a string of songs with Hammond in the seventies including “99, Miles From L.A.”, “River’s are for 
Boats” and “To All the Girl’s I’ve Loved Before”.

xxxxx
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BISHOP EMERITUS OF ST HELENA IN GIB
The Right Reverend James Johnson, Bishop Emeritus of St Helena, is the first acting Dean of Gibraltar since the 
retirement of The Very Reverend Alan Woods earlier this month. In the absence of a Dean of the Diocese of 
Gibraltar in Europe and Pastor of the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, he is the first Locum Tenens. The Bishop is 
in Gibraltar with his wife, Joyce. 
His last Sunday here is this coming Sunday, February 3, at which he will Preside and Preach at the 10:30am 
Sung Eucharist. Immediately following his stay in Gibraltar, he will return to England for a few months. He will 
then return to St Helena where he will serve a three month locum tenens.

xxxxx

FEBRUARY

ARCHBISHOP PETER AMIGO ARCHIVES
Father Michael Clifton, biographer of the Gibraltarian Archbishop Peter Amigo and Emeritus Archivist of the 

Archdiocese of Southward, has sent Bishop Charles Caruana the relevant pages concerning Archbishop Amigo 
and the evacuation of the Gibraltarians to London.

On 23 May 1943 the Archbishop wrote these notes about the Gibraltarian evacuees.

OVERCROWDING

The most serious aspect of this overcrowding is that normally the Ministry makes no effort to keep the sexes 
apart, and if reference is made to the list it will be seen that in a very large proportion of the cases persons of 
opposite sex, grown-up or adolescent, are in the same room and are not married. The gross overcrowding and 
the mixing of sexes cannot but have a very bad effect upon the persons concerned.

It must be noted that the Ministry make a charge of five shillings per head for the accommodation provided, 
or if the husband is still in Gibraltar and the wife earning in this country, the actual charge per head for 
accommodation works out considerably more. The Ministry has requisitioned the flats where the evacuees are 
housed under the provisions of the Defence (Compensation) Act 1939, and as in many cases there are 25 
persons and upwards living in a 5 roomed flat the rent they are receiving either from the evacuees themselves or 
from the Government of Gibraltar which is responsible for those of the evacuees who are not able to pay, in fact 
a sum of £325 which is far more than the flats would have fetched before the war, without the services which 
are normal for such flats ............

FOOD

The Evacuees are not in fact allowed to cater for themselves, and in most centres the catering is done by a 
firm of contractors. This 'communal' system which is insisted upon by the Ministry puts the evacuees entirely in 
the hands of the contractors and the managers of the centres. In some of the centres no butter is ever given to the 
evacuees, except that recently, since the authorities became aware that steps were to be taken to make the 
conditions under which the Gibraltarians live known to the public, butter has been issued to children under 15 
but not to other evacuees. It would be interesting to speculate what becomes of the remaining butter.

The last meal of the day is 6.00 in most centres, and as many of the evacuees who are working do not finish 
work until 6.0 or 8.0 pm some food is supposed to be kept for them but it will be realised that this often means 
that nothing is left should any particular item of the menu be short. Moreover the last meal of the day is a very 
light one and by no means sufficient for anyone doing work during the daytime.

The food is badly cooked - it is often in fact sent to the centre ready cooked as there is sometimes insufficient 
kitchen accommodation for the preparation of meals on a large scale, and therefore is unappetising. In any case 
English cooking of the cheaper class catering establishment is unlikely to appeal to Latins.

As a result of these conditions the Gibraltarians buy what food they can outside, often in the black market, at 
extraordinary prices, to supplement their rations. .........

It may be noted that at Dr Barnardo's Homes where rations are issued weekly to the evacuees and they can 
make their own arrangements about the cooking of them there is not discontent at all with regard to the food.
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Much ill-feeling has arisen amongst the evacuees because they know that aliens in this country are allowed 
their ration cards and that ration cards are refused to the Gibraltarians who after all are British subjects.

LIAISON COMMITTEES

A so called liaison committee exists but the members in most cases have not been selected in accordance with 
a circular sent from the Ministry. The notice of the election was not exhibited at most centres and the committee 
as it now exists was mainly self-elected or elected by a small number of the evacuees at certain of the centres. 
Naturally when the Ministry's own regulations are not obeyed by the managers the suggestion is, and it is 
believed by the majority of evacuees, that the committee has been 'packed' to suit the managers of the Ministry 
itself.

CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY

Confiscation of articles belonging to the evacuees has taken place at many of the centres. These mainly 
involve cooking stoves and the like, but as it is possible that a Petition of Right will be heard in the courts 
shortly it is not at present proposed to deal with this matter here.

MANAGERS, VICTIMISATION

Some cases of victimisation of persons who have made or tried to press complaints are sent herewith. Many 
others exists but it will realised that this is difficult to get those who have suffered to come forward for fear of 
further action against them.

The type of manager appointed is often but by no means always quite unsuited for the job of looking after 
Latins. In one case barmaid was put in charge of a centre, in another a man who had been in charge of a 
reformatory. Recently in the West London County Court the judge gave exemplary damages for assault by a 
manageress on a girl evacuee.

From the time of the arrival in England of the Evacuees from August to October 1940 gross 
overcrowding has been permitted by the Ministry of Health. A list of typical cases which has been 
verified up to 30th April 1943 is attached.

xxxxx

Rosia Tanks
ARCHAEOLOGIST DECRIES ‘ACT OF CULTURAL VANDALISM’
by Brian Reyes
An eminent British archaeologist has described the destruction of the Rosia tanks as "an act of cultural 
vandalism" that has brought shame on Gibraltar.
Professor Warwick Rodwell, archaeologist and architectural historian at the University of Reading, said a site of 
great historical value had been lost.
He reached his conclusions after studying samples of bricks taken from the tanks as they were being demolished 
to make way for affordable housing.
"The destruction of the Rosia tanks was an act of cultural vandalism which can only be described as a national 
disgrace," Prof Rodwell wrote in a report on the tanks. "They were unique and comprised a truly impressive 
work of engineering."
Prof Rodwell analysed the bricks after he was contacted by the committee of the South District Association 
[SDA], which led an unsuccessful campaign in 2006 to save the tanks.
The SDA approached him because he is a respected expert in the field of structural archaeology who has worked 
on many historical buildings around the UK. He is currently consultant archaeologist to Westminster Abbey and 
the cathedrals of Bristol, Lichfield and Wells.
Prof Rodwell found that the historical value of the Rosia tanks was far greater than anyone had previously 
thought.
The six vaulted tanks were built between 1799 and 1804 to store water for the English navy and were largely 
constructed using bricks imported from England.
But Prof Rodwell concluded that some bricks were far older and had been salvaged from other ancient sites, 
most probably in the Mediterranean.
"The proportions of [those] bricks suggest that they are many centuries older than the tanks, and that they are 
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likely to be of Roman or possible medieval origin," he wrote in his report to the SDA.
And he added: "Sadly, in the light of the history of the bricks, we can now appreciate that the tanks were of even 
greater archaeological interest than anybody had previously supposed."

xxxxx

HONOUR FOR GIB CBF
Commander British Forces Gibraltar, Commodore Matt Parr, has been appointed as Aide-de-Camp to her 
Majesty The Queen with effect from 1 January 2008. The appointment is an important honour in the military 
service and can require the recipient to occasionally accompany Her Majesty.
‘I am extremely proud and honoured to have been appointed as an ADC,’ said Commodore Parr.

xxxxx.

MARY MAXWELL

Mary Maxwell, in addition to her many duties at Westminster Cathedral, has taken on a prominent role in the 
Catholic Union of Great Britain. She is an elected member of the Council and a member of the membership 
committee. Any F OGHS members wishing to join the Catholic Union should write to her c/o St Maximillian 
Kolbe House, 63 Jeddo Road, London W12 9EE.

xxxxx

HELP PLEASE

Adrian Crotty is searching for information about the bombing of the Deutschland off Ibiza on 29 May 
1937 and more importantly the German Red Cross decorations that were issued to British Service personnel for 
their aid to the wounded Germans.

Any information should be sent to Adrian.crotty@btinternet.com

xxxxx
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INSTITUTO CERVANTES

Here are some highlights from the current programme of the London Instituto Cervantes.There will be: 
a Spanish film series shown at the British Film Institute on the South Bank: Book presentations which 
include The Reinvention of Spain by S. Balfour and A. Quiroga and The Cloud Garden by Tom Hart Dyke: 
Lectures on the Spanish in the Peninsular War by  Charles Esdalle and the English in the PeninsularWar by 
Andres Cassinello: Theatre: Flamenco Festival: and a  Conference on Contemporary Barcelona.

xxxxx

THE OFC REPORT  2008

This is the premier report on the world’s leading international financial centres. The section on 
Gibraltar includes an article by Trino Cruz  explaining how Gibraltar continues to grow and what is happening 
to experienced investor funds, protected cell companies and alternative assets. Elsewhere Marcus Killick, Chief 
Executive of the Gibraltar Financial Services Commission, explains the implications of new anti-money 
laundering regulations for customers, regulators and financial services businesses.

xxxxx

GIBRALTAR’S POSSIBLE OSCAR CONNECTION

For the first time in living memory Gibraltar has a connection with an artist who has been nominated 
for an Oscar.

Ben Morris has been nominated for an Oscar for creating the best visual effects in the film ‘The Golden 
Compass’. Earlier this month he won a coveted BAFTA award.

The Gibraltar link is not close but Ben’s wife is the sister of Andy Beckwith who is a prominent
member of the Finance Centre and Gibraltar resident. Ben was to have holidayed on the Rock this summer but 
pressure of work means that this visit has been delayed.

xxxxx

FATHER DANNY HERNANDEZ

How many FOGHS  members know that the Horseshoe Bar in Main Street is known throughout the 
Royal Navy as The Donkey’s Flip Flop? Father  Danny  found that whenever  Royal Naval personnel are met he 
is always asked about this watering hole and it took some time to work out what bar was being talked about.

xxxxx

HELP PLEASE

Enid Doran writes to inquire whether any member might remember anything about the incident when 
three servicemen, one of whom was her husband, were rescued after an accident from the Bay of Gibraltar in 
either late 1953 or early 1954.

Her email is eniddoran@blueyonder.co.uk

xxxxx
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GIB TELECOM

The Gibtelecom advertisement in the baggage  hall at Gibraltar International airport does not inspire 
confidence. An advertisement claiming to reveal true facts about Gibraltar states that the Rock’s highest point  is 
426 metres above sea level.

This is not correct as in 1992 representatives from Mott MacDonald Europe and Andrews, Kent and 
Stone, at the suggestion of the late General Sir William Jackson, established the highest point of the Rock, using 
an electronic distomat machine. A bench mark that exists on the face of the South Jumpers bastion wall was the 
primary reference point.

A difference of 161 mm was established between Ordnance datum and Alicante datum, the latter being 
higher.  The Alicante datum is the accepted datum used in Gibraltar.

The actual highest point is on a non-descript outcrop pf rock and the level is 424.657 metres (1393 feet 
3 inches) above Ordnance datum which is 424.496 metres (1392 feet 8 inches) above Alicante Datum.

The Rock had shrunk by 2 feet 9 inch since it was last measured.

xxxxx

MEDLIFE  THE LAST ISSUE

The editor went out with all guns blazing and a copy should be acquired as it will become a collector’s 
item. It is a credit to all concerned that it should be a 148 page issue filled with advertising.

Gibraltar, as it right and proper, is given  six pages of coverage in which photographer, Scott Wylie, 
selects his favourites shots of the Rock – these are Southport Gate: Dome of the Ibrahim-al-Ibrahim Mosque: the 
Cemetery: the Sacred Heart Church:  Alameda Gardens: Rock Apes: the Lighthouse.

As a bonus there is a feature on hotels with terraces from which to watch the most fabulous sunsets. 
Pride of place goes to the Wisteria terrace at the iconic Rock Hotel whose outline is almost as famous as the 
silhouette of the Rock of Gibraltar. The main photograph is of the sun setting over the Bay of Gibraltar.

Jane Anderson writes: ‘The Rock Hotel, founded in 1932, has welcomed many a famous face from the 
Prince of Wales to Michael Palin. More famous are the incomparable views from the hotel. Two separate 
continents can be seen at once from this hospitable perch, set halfway up the western incline of the Rock. The 
Rock Hotel’s Wisteria terrace is positively breathtaking on a balmy evening and its colonial feel makes it all the 
more special, harking back to a bygone era. Barmen Mohamed Bel Bachir and Abdellah Ghazi have worked at 
the Rock for 30-plus years and will remember your name and tipple from before.

IT WAS ON THIS FAMOUS TERRACE THAT SPY KIM PHILBY RECEIVED HIS ORDERS 
FROM GUY BURGESS IN A PLOT TO ASSASSINATE FRANCO’.

James Gaggero must be thanked for issuing a standing order that there must be a Gibraltar story in 
every issue of Medlife. This instruction was never disregarded.

xxxxx
CHARLES V WALL DUE TO REOPEN IN 14 WEEKS
by Kristina Vogt
After years of closure of the Charles V Wall on the Upper Rock, refurbishment works have commenced and are 
expected to be completed in 14 weeks time. The Bonita Trust, who financed the project, met at the site with 
Government authorities and the constructor Nuttall yesterday.
“Heritage is history and history is future. At the end of the day we hope it will provide a lot of benefits for the 
public of Gibraltar and tourists alike, because people will have the chance to walk the steps and have an 
appreciation of what used to happen before,” said Bonita Trust Director Moe Cohen about the Bonita Trust’s 
motivation to embark on and finance this project of £310,000. 




































































